INTERNATIONAL %;;
JOURNAL FOR
LEGAL
RESEARCH ANE




www.ijlra.com
Volume 2 Issue 7| May 2024 ISSN: 2582-6433

DISCLAIMER

No part of this publication may be reproduced or copied in any form by any means
without prior written permission of Managing Editor of IJLRA. The views
expressed in this publication are purely personal opinions ofthe authors and do not
reflect the views of the Editorial Team of IJLRA.

Though every effort has been made to ensure that the information in Volume 2
Issue 7 is accurate and appropriately cited/referenced, neither the Editorial Boardnor
IJLRA shall be held liable or responsible in any manner whatsever for any
consequences for any action taken by anyone on the basis of information in the
Journal.

Copyright © International Journal for Legal Research & Analysis


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume 2 Issue 7| May 2024 ISSN: 2582-6433

EDITORIAL TEAM

EDITORS

Dr. Samrat Datta

Dr. Samrat Datta Seedling School of Law and Governance, Jaipur
National University, Jaipur. Dr. Samrat Datta is currently associated
with Seedling School of Law and Governance, Jaipur National
University, Jaipur. Dr. Datta has completed his graduation i.e.,
B.A.LL.B. from Law College Dehradun, Hemvati Nandan Bahuguna
Garhwal University, Srinagar, Uttarakhand. He is an alumnus of KIIT
University, Bhubaneswar where he pursued his post-graduation
(LL.M.) in Criminal Law and subsequently completed his Ph.D. in
Police Law and Information Technology from the Pacific Academy of
Higher Education and Research University, Udaipur in 2020. His area
of interest and research is Criminal and Police Law. Dr. Datta has a
teaching experience of 7 years in various law schools across North
India and has held administrative positions like Academic Coordinator,
Centre Superintendent for Examinations, Deputy Controller of
Examinations, Member of the Proctorial Board

Dr. Namita Jain

Head & Associate Professor

School of Law, JECRC University, Jaipur Ph.D. (Commercial Law) LL.M., UGC
-NET Post Graduation Diploma in Taxation law and Practice, Bachelor of
Commerce.

Teaching Experience: 12 years, AWARDS AND RECOGNITION of Dr. Namita
Jain are - ICF Global Excellence Award 2020 in the category of educationalist by
I Can Foundation, India.India Women Empowerment Award in the category of
“Emerging Excellence in Academics by Prime Time & Utkrisht Bharat
Foundation, New Delhi.(2020). Conferred in FL Book of Top 21 Record Holders
in the category of education by Fashion Lifestyle Magazine, New Delhi.
(2020).Certificate of Appreciation for organizing and managing the Professional
Development Training Program on IPR in Collaboration with Trade Innovations
Services, Jaipur on March 14th, 2019

Page |1


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com

Volume 2 Issue 7| May 2024

Mrs.S.Kalpana, presently Assistant professor of Law, VelTech Rangarajan Dr.
Sagunthala R & D Institute of Science and Technology, Avadi.Formerly
Assistant professor of Law,Vels University in the year 2019 to 2020, Worked as
Guest Faculty, Chennai Dr.Ambedkar Law College, Pudupakkam. Published
one book. Published 8Articles in various reputed Law Journals. Conducted
1Moot court competition and participated in nearly 80 National and
International seminars and webinars conducted on various subjects of Law. Did
ML in Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Administration.10 paper
presentations in various National and International seminars. Attended more
than 10 FDP programs. Ph.D. in Law pursuing.

- A

—

Mrs.S.Kalpana

!

.

Assistant professor of Law

ISSN: 2582-6433

Avinash Kumar

Avinash Kumar has completed his Ph.D. in International Investment Law from
the Dept. of Law & Governance, Central University of South Bihar. His research
work is on “International Investment Agreement and State's right to regulate
Foreign Investment." He qualified UGC-NET and has been selected for the
prestigious ICSSR Doctoral Fellowship.He is an alumnus of the Faculty of Law,
University of Delhi. Formerly he has been elected as Students Union President
of Law Centre-1, University of Delhi.Moreover, he completed his LL.M. from the
University of Delhi (2014-16), dissertation on "Cross-border Merger &
Acquisition"; LL.B. from the University of Delhi (2011-14), and B.A. (Hons.)
from Maharaja Agrasen College, University of Delhi. He has also obtained P.G.
Diploma in IPR from the Indian Society of International Law, New Delhi.He has
qualified UGC — NET examination and has been awarded ICSSR — Doctoral
Fellowship. He has published six-plus articles and presented 9 plus papers in
national and international seminars/conferences. He participated in several
workshops on research methodology and teaching and learning.

Page | 2


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume 2 Issue 7| May 2024 ISSN: 2582-6433

ABOUT US

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR LEGAL RESEARCH & ANLAYSIS
ISSN

2582-6433 is an Online Journal is Monthly, Peer Review, Academic Journal,
Published online, that seeks to provide an interactive platform for the publication
of Short Articles, Long Articles, Book Review, Case Comments, Research
Papers, Essay in the field of Law & Multidisciplinary issue. Our aim is to
upgrade the level of interaction and discourse about contemporary issues of law.
We are eager to become a highly cited academic publication, through quality
contributions from students, academics, professionals from the industry, the bar
and the bench. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL FOR LEGAL RESEARCH &
ANALYSIS ISSN 2582-6433 welcomes contributions from all legal branches,
as long as the work is original, unpublished and is in consonance with the

submission guidelines.

Page | 3


http://www.ijlra.com/

www.ijlra.com
Volume 2 Issue 7| May 2024 ISSN: 2582-6433

CRITICAL STUDY OF KARNATAKA LAND
REFORMS (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2020

AUTHORED BY - PRANAV N & TANISHAB C

Abstract

The Karnataka Land Reforms Act of 1961 aimed to ensure equitable access to farmland
ownership by regulating landholding, granting ownership rights to tenants, and imposing ceilings
on landholdings. The 2020 amendment to the Act marked a significant shift in policy by easing
restrictions on agricultural land purchases, allowing non-agriculturists to invest in farmland. Key
provisions, including Sections 79A, 79B, and 79C, which restricted land ownership to genuine
farmers, were repealed. This change is anticipated to modernize agriculture and increase
investment, thereby boosting agricultural output and state GDP. However, the amendment has
also raised concerns about its impact on small and marginal farmers, potential artificial inflation
of land prices, and threats to the rural economy and food security. The debate centers on
balancing economic growth with the protection of traditional farming communities as Karnataka

adapts to these new land ownership dynamics.

Introduction

The Karnataka Land Reforms Act, introduced in 1961, aimed to ensure equitable access to farmland
ownership. The Act sought to consolidate and standardize the laws concerning the purchase and
holding of agricultural land, grant ownership rights to tenants, establish occupancy rights, and

impose a ceiling on landholdings within the state of Karnataka.!

Before its amendment in 2020, the Karnataka Land Reforms Act contained several key provisions
aimed at regulating landholding and ownership and they are -

e Section 63 of the Act imposed a ceiling on landholding, limiting the amount of land an

individual or entity could own. This was intended to prevent excessive accumulation of land

and promote equitable distribution.

! Anirudh Shenoy, Anandita Srinivasan, (2020, August 25). Karnataka Land Reforms (Amendment) Act, 2020: An
analysis. Bar And Bench - Indian Legal News https://www.barandbench.com/columns/karnataka-land- reforms-
amendment-act-2020-analysis
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Section 79A of the Act restricted non-agriculturists from acquiring agricultural land.
Specifically, individuals or firms without an agricultural or farming background, and with
an annual income exceeding INR 25 lakhs, were prohibited from purchasing agricultural
land in Karnataka. This provision was designed to preserve agricultural land for genuine
farmers and prevent its misuse by wealthy non-agriculturists.

Section 79B allowed only those engaged in farming or related activities to purchase, hold,
and own agricultural land. This section reinforced the emphasis on keeping agricultural land
within the farming community.

Section 79C outlined penalties for falsely claiming ownership of agricultural land.
Violations of Sections 79A and 79B triggered investigations by the revenue department,
which could impose actions against those found in violation. This section aimed to ensure
compliance with the restrictions on land acquisition and ownership.

Section 80 barred the transfer of agricultural land to non-agriculturists, further ensuring that
such land remained in the hands of those actively engaged in farming.

Additionally, the Act imposed similar restrictions on the leasing and mortgaging of
agricultural land, emphasizing the protection of agricultural land from non-farming

interests.?

The Karnataka Land Reforms Act was revised in 2020 to reflect shifts in the state's policies and

viewpoints about land ownership and use. The goal of the Karnataka Land Reforms (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2020 (Karnataka Ordinance No 13 of 2020), dated July 13, 2020, is to ease the process of
opening up agricultural lands for greater investments, free from any restrictions formerly imposed by
the Sections 63, 79A, 79B, and 80 of the Act.

Key Amendments to the Land Reforms Act, 19613

Amendment to Section 63 of the Act

The Act's Section 63(2) and Proviso have been revised by the Ordinance, increasing the
maximum extent of agricultural land that can be owned or purchased from 10 to 20 units.
Both individuals without a family and families consisting of four members are subject
to this new criterion. Families with more than five members are permitted an additional

four units of land per person, up to a maximum of forty units.

2 Projects, T. (2021, August 2). The Karnataka Land Reforms Act — here is a key summary - Triguna projects. Triguna
Projects. https://www.trigunaprojects.com/the-karnataka-land-reforms-act/

*1d
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Note: One unit is approximately equal to 5.4 acres

Sections 79A, 79B, & 79C of the Act Repealed

The Karnataka Land Reforms Act's most important amendment is the abolition of this
section. The Act has been amended to remove Sections 79A, 79B, and 79C, which
formerly prohibited non-agriculturists from purchasing, possessing, or owning
agricultural land in the State of Karnataka. Thus, it is now possible for non- agriculturists
earning more than INR 25 lakhs to own and possess agricultural land in Karnataka.
Note: Notwithstanding the foregoing, any pending cases relevant to sections 79A, 79B,
and 79C and their consequences are alleviated, and instances that have previously been

resolved prior to the Ordinance's publication shall not be impacted.

Amendments to Section 80 and 81 of the Act

Section 80, which prohibited the sale of agricultural land to non-agriculturists, has been
lifted, and the prohibition now applies to the transfer of specific types of land. For
example, Class A land that is irrigated using dam water is restricted to agricultural use.
Therefore, even though certain limitations have been lifted, there are still particular
circumstances to take into account while working with particular kinds of agricultural
property.

According to Section 81 of the Act, mortgages of agricultural land are only permitted in
the name of certain institutions, such as co-ops, financial institutions, and any company
as defined by Section 3 of the Companies Act, 1956, wherein the State or Central
governments, or both, own at least 51 percent of the paid-up share capital.

Introduction of Section 80A

The recently incorporated provision in the Act guarantees that any amendments to the
legislation will not affect anyone belonging to the Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe
communities. This protection was established by the Karnataka SC/ST Act of 1978,
also known as the Prohibition of Transfer of Certain Lands. Consequently, the rights to
land awarded to members of SC/ST communities under the Karnataka Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes (Prohibition of Transfer of Certain Lands) Act, 1978, shall be
unaffected by any such subsequent revisions made to the Act.*

4 Supra note 1
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Impact of the Amendment

In order to discourage land hoarding, the Act placed a number of limitations on an individual's
ability to purchase agricultural property in the State of Karnataka. Therefore, by eliminating
Sections 79A, 79B, and 79C of the Act, allowing non-agriculturists to buy agricultural land, and
doing away with the previous provisions' income threshold, the Ordinance seeks to liberalise this

land-holding structure.

Therefore, irrespective of the revenue that such individual(s) derives from non-agricultural
sources, any individual (or a trust, firm, organisation, or educational institution) will be qualified

to purchase agricultural land under the terms of the Ordinance.

On September 28, 2020, the Karnataka State Assembly passed the modification to the Karnataka
Land Reforms Act by voice vote. It is anticipated that this shift will make it easier to use cutting-
edge, contemporary farming methods, which could increase agricultural output. The
amendment's major feature is the dismissal of 13814 cases that were still ongoing and involved
violations of Sections 79A and 79B.°

The amendment has made it possible to invest more in crop production, which has raised food
grain yields for both local consumption and agricultural exports. The amendment will have a
favourable effect on the state GDP and increase revenue from the agriculture sector while
addressing the growing demand for food brought on by population growth. The Act significantly
boosts the infrastructure, tourism, transportation, and hospitality sectors by encouraging more
capital and labour to be invested in these areas. Anyone who has a strong interest in agriculture,
regardless of occupation or financial status, can now buy farmland in Karnataka and realise their

ambition of owning a piece of land.®

Another way that black money is being directed towards land investments through the 2020
amendment to the Land Reforms Act is to inflate land values artificially. The amendment did not
help farmers, and it is predicted to ruin rural life and the rural economy, especially harming small

and marginal farmers. Food shortages may also arise.’

5 Farms, N. A. (2023, August 11). Karnataka Land Reforms Act 1961, 2020, 2023: Key Provisions.
https://www.nimbusagrofarms.in/post/karnataka-land-reforms

® Hosachiguru, (2024, January 8), The Karnataka Land Reforms Act - Hosachiguru blog. Hosachiguru Managed
Farmlands, https://www.hosachiguru.com/blog/the-karnataka-land-reforms-act/

7 Pti, (2020, September 28). Karnataka assembly passes amendment to land reforms act, makes it easy to buy farm
lands, The Economic Times, https://economictimes.indiatimes.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the 2020 amendment to the Karnataka Land Reforms Act represents a significant
shift in land ownership policies, opening up agricultural land to a broader range of investors.
While this change aims to modernize agriculture, increase agricultural output, and boost the
state’s GDP through enhanced investment, it has also sparked controversy. The removal of
Sections 79A, 79B, and 79C has enabled non-agriculturists, including those with substantial
incomes, to purchase farmland, raising concerns about the potential impact on small and marginal
farmers. Critics argue that this could lead to the artificial inflation of land prices and threaten the
rural economy and food security. However, proponents believe that increased investment and the
introduction of advanced farming techniques will benefit the agricultural sector. As Karnataka
navigates these changes, the balance between economic growth and the protection of traditional

farming communities remains a critical consideration.
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